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hy the media in Uganda
eed a gender policy

ost media
puses present
slanted view
‘women and
*velopment
sues
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LA practitioners in Masaka District
ippealed to their managers to

late and implement gender policy
lines to regulate text and image
Itations.

t call was made at a recently

Ided sensitization seminar on rights
Inder based violence organized for
lists and a cross-section of grass-
vomen under the Smart Women’s
in Kingo Sub-County, Masaka.

| one journalist who preferred

nity for fear of losing his job: ‘As
rs we strive to submit balanced

to our editors but our bosses

) enjoy a slanted view against
»men and development issues in
should be presented in the media,

Domestic Violence
at 82!

Ms. Lutaaya, 82:

IT is only at the age of 82 that I realize that
violated women have a right to report such
incidences to police. In our days we took wife
infortunately results in misrep- beating as a norm. After the community diﬂ".
tion and sometimes violation of . logue, I made time and discussed peace making
’s rights”. P v in the home, with my grandchildren and their
ppealed to the organizers, Uganda spouses. I’'m however dlsappognted tha‘t some
Momen’s Association (UMWA) cases reported to Local Council authorities are
sport from UNFPA and the never attended to; either the leaders themselves
an Refugee Committeee (ARC) to who are supposed to be role mpdels are violators
rograms aimed at influencing the themse]ve§, or they fear to arbitrate couples that
sporting in Uganda”. they are friends to. '
(Issa, NTV Reporter and I 'was also very happy that many children and
:rson of the Masaka Journalists 1 the youth actively participated in the community
tion emphasized that no media 3 ; i dialogue, because these are Uganda’s future
should hurt any category of : parents, and if they learn early 1o cultivate peace
ind said he was happy that his or- and tplerar_lce, they will consolidate these in their
)n presents balanced stories. He martiage lives. [ recommend that men, who are
1to pursue the recommendations mostly the violators, are specially targeted say
minar. The journalists appreci- in their drinking places. It is also important that
interface with the grassroots _in future, couples are especially encouraged to
ind urged other development participate in these dialogues.
to emulate UMWA’s approach A
rming society through consulta-
dialoguing between stakehold-
ling those who are often thought
and not important.
imbule, Bureau Chief of the
roup, Masaka said the interface
| community women, the
tims of gender based violence,
journalists with an opportunity
Whether as journalists, we had
uing our profession’s mission
and fairness.
>V Masaka, Joseph Kalungi
ed the importance of the media
that its advancement may
ole’s relationships and escalate
f'not well handled. He said:

Earlier, journalists had been accused
of misrepresenting women in the media,
saying many headlines condemn women
while the texts are neither balanced nor
sles have split due to messages f;;"l FO cor}textuallzg lssbues;sgeflally if
Inds in their telephone inbox or the story is on gender pS SaeY.
Beotnt® Said Molly Nabban ja, Kabukolwa

village: “Can you imagine some of you
Journalists said you are ashamed of re-
vealing which media house you work for,
because of the stories and pictures your
media publish? It is a shame that media in
Uganda today violates women everyday.
But government does not touch you. I

challenge you to change the way you have
been presenting women and their concerns
so that next time we meet you will be
happy to identify with the media house
you work for”.

Turn to Page 2

INSIDE
COFCAWE

teams up with

religious
leaders

Campaign
against
mob justice
starts with
you

By SARAH MUWANGA

At 22 years, Rebecca Matovu (not
real name) is a widow. She has
two children to take care of but no
job. Her husband died at the hands
of residents who suspected him of
stealing a motorcycle commonly
known as boda-boda. He was
lynched before being burnt beyond
recognition. g
Since then Rebecca has gone

back to stay with her parents in the
- village, in Kayunga District as she
~ could not afford renting a house in

Nakulabye, a suburb of Kampala.
In tears Rebecca says, “I don’t
know how I will take care of these
children. They are sickly especially
‘the youngest of three months and

I have no money to take her to

the clinic. I” am a school drop out®

justiqq.Myfﬁhs'band_was innocent”,
~ Turnto Page 3
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Don't let
i e FOR over ten years over 160 through the American Refu- were not spared. Community
' n a “ c l a l countries, Uganda inclusive, gee Committee (ARC), to dialogues also blended with
have been commemorating raise the voice against GBV, music and drama were con-
the 16 Days of Activism even higher! ducted at public places like
stre ss Against Gender Based Vio- Uganda Media Women’s trading centres and places of
lence (GBV). Association (UMWA) armed worship.
And so it was, before the with about UGS 34 million, A joint awareness raising “Such interven-
e s c a ate close of last year. November  thanks to UNFPA and the seminar on rights and the tions are most
Fi 25th — December 10th as des-  International Solidarity manifestations of GBV for needed at the
v l 0 I e n c e ifnatedbkl)y tltngceglgjbéqglrxera! Fogr}dat}on (ISF()i, .designed jtgumalists in Masaka, ?rnd grassroot level”.
ssembly, . Civil society ~ and implemented innova- e grassroots women from
organizations and govern- tive actions in two districts: the Smart Women’s Group, SNHIHRNNRRNRS
Yes, human rights activists tell us that the ment departments organized Kampala and Masaka. Spot Kingo Sub-County was an- Lugayizi, Commu-
unequal power relations in the home that actions to raise consciousness ~ messages and programs ran other activity that formed part nity Activist, Wakiso:
tend to elevate the male gender is the un- about, and called for actionto  on two radio stations, mes- of the 16 days of activism. The most urgent
derlying cause of gender based violence. end GBV. Uganda’s national sages depicting anti-GBV But just how effective are target for such a
Granted! But to many, one of the visible theme: From Peace in the were published on T-shirts, such campaigns? Are the campaign is the local
causes is poverty and alcoholism which is homes to Peace in the Nation: ~ banners, fliers and caps, and desired changes achieved? council leaders who are
why The Other Voice, at the beginning of End Violence Against Women distributed. Road shows / Are human and other serpetrators themselves

resources spent during the
campaign worthy the cause?
Any lessons, and what are the
emerging issues? The Other
Voice shares responses from
the field.

media drives punctuated by
short dramas at intervals,
were conducted through
villages, streets and trading
centres.

Taxi parks and markets

formed part of the cam-
paign messages of the many
participating civil society
organizations with 17 sup-
ported by the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA)

2012, a year expected to be abound with
financial stress, wishes to caution family
members against slipping into violence.

Despite the rosy statistics from the
National Bureau of Statistics that poverty
levels have gone down, what is visible
and felt in almost everybody’s pocket is
financial stress. It was very clear during
the December festive season that thou-
sands of ordinary people did not afford a
commodity (meat) highly associated with
Christmas.

‘%\'&i‘i\\}a‘x\\\\\\\\l\\ﬁﬁh\‘ﬁ\‘x\‘%&i&%}}i‘-.

We do not .
cover up
Domestic &
Violence %

Parents and guardians had to skip
celebrations to get back to work in search
of school fees. Financial and economic
experts have predicted that in the year

2012, prices will continue to skyrocket i % i ; any
despite the Uganda Shilling ‘appreciat- Police S“ﬁ‘;“ _asizing police when nmxdaﬁo‘io all actors in this f
ing’ Mubiru Joseph, an Assistant Po- Instead of P HE0 i violence, Tappeal 107 ¥ ohts awaren
lice Officer Kingo Police Post says: ou have 2 caseﬁ;:went 1o commuAity provide legal anC 1B = cause
But as financial stress continues to press Networking in the fight against domestic violence is T°d rather ﬁ ught it out, a8 they are the I st go far joithe ¢
us, will it mean that violence at home one thing we crave for as the police. Many times po- m mes:ase octs them all which we caﬂ“"‘:c violonce.
should be abated?! For us at The Other lice is condemned for covering up domestic violence tylmo:ef;?lzdm police intervention,  1© curb d :
Voice, we say NO, let each one of us at cases but that is not true. We have now had an op- Yt als:a pledge 10 improve commu-

portunity to explain ourselves during the community
dialogue and we welcome other avenues to share
with the public. We are ready to work with the me-
dia and the general public to fight crime including
domestic violence in this country. I was greatly im-
pressed with the participatory method of the seminar
that had the journalists and the grassroots women

home or workplace, analyze the situation,
work harder, dialogue, mutually respect
each othe, and spend within our means!

Happy 2012!

who are the major victims of violence, in one room,

general community who are our major dialoguing on how best to prevent violence. This
- sources of information. should be emulated by other development agencies.
. The seminar gave me an opportunity Nobody has the monopoly of knowledge.

 to explain the way the media operates.

‘But most importantly it made me change R TS
ﬁxewaylh'eatmywifeandﬂxewayl ' i i L v g

now write stories. | have since started o

boingou smewmpemoz  |nclude children

P'm compiling articles on 2 woman in
Kingo who has seven children but four
are physically handicapped. I picked
interest in the story because the woman
was having very little support from the:
husband and facing many challenges.
1 also tipped fellow journalists on this
incident, who also joined me! I'm sure
. this was an influence from the training I
received in Kingo.

in campaigns
against violence

Betty Nabbale, 50 yeas, a Member of the Smart
Women’s Group:

Our group has intervened in homes where vio-
lence was apparent. But it is not easy as men do not
respect us, they would rather be spoken to by fellow
men, who unfortunately are not part of our Smart
Women’s Group. But occasionally we involve local
leaders in our visits. My experience in this work

i eS' is that family members who do not communicate,
ki G 0 to th ev \“ a q . cannot develop, and alcohol can escalate violence.
A man from {he Masaka taxi par We shall include children and the youth in our
shouted: nould get camPaigns against violence because when the com-
] support your work but you 8! ads and munities hear voices of the young sharing the scars
P campaigns O ac Y?Nhere the they have had to suffer due to domestic violence, I
go decp in the vi\h:ges, that 18 believe many of us would transform.
biggest problem i -

A few days of activism changed

Joseph Kibirige, one of the Activ-
ists:

1 was amazed at seeing people
narrating their personal testimonies
yoluntarily. For example, at the taxi
park, Mr. Mawanda Bashir without
fearing what his friends would
think, said that he had temporarily
left his home for a hotel because his
wife had violated his rights when
she used his phone to insult his
female bosses, for allegedly being
in love with him. Bashir said: I
had warned my wife several times
against calling people whose phone
numbers I have but she defied this.
So instead of beating her, I decided
to leave home for an indefinite

period until I cool down. I'm
avoiding to beat her. Thanks to your
campaign message which went: ‘If
Annoyed, Don’t Beat”! Secondly,

1 cannot forget to remember the
negative attitude we experienced
before we started the road show
from the taxi park. There was a
group of people who threatened to
disable our project vehicle if we
refused to leave the taxi park or
stop “shouting silly” messages on
the loud speakers. But on going
back during the feedback session,
we were pleasantly surprised by the
warm welcome and many questions
that we met at the taxi park, and
informed us they wanted to have

seminars on the theme of working
for peace at home. And how some
of them had counseled their col-
leagues on domestic violence.

Boda-boda cyclists, is another
group that amazed me. Notoriously
known for crime against women,
this time during the feedback ses-
sion, they reported how they had
become champions of no violence
against women. How they stop fel-
low cyclists from whistling, touch-
ing women’s behinds or any other
form of teasing against women. It
is amazing how a few days activity
immediately changed people’s lives.

during one of the feedback sessions.

] s 4
% . ®
people s liveS 7 Journalists needinte
7
: 3 ?: Saddam Kitatta Kaaya, a understand eac
‘ ’f journalist with WBS TV: developmenta
7 “The Interaction with women together”. Hoy
é in Kingo helped me create rap- training shoul
% port with ordinary women and secluded placc
g understand their issues more ensure maxim
7 broadly and sensitively. I specifi- and should be
7 cally appreciated the interface The more we
é with the rural women because anissue, the 1
% they face complicated domestic interested in i
? violence, they do not know thatarea, and
? where to report while others is the ANPC/
think domestic violence is a way supported tra
» :"/Z of life. I recommend that UMWA media reporti
4 % conduct more workshops of this for some timy
' : 5 é nature in the Southern region journalists ar
Joseph (Left) and Sammy strategise é We need partnership with the Sively ol
7 . communities as it helps us to
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sm against gender-based violence

Jacinta Bwanika, a journalist with
Bukedde TV:

“I was encouraged and motivated to give
! priority to women issues. Also important
is to do a follow up on these stories.”

Jonathan Paul Kakeeto, Grade III
Teacher with 12 years’ experience:
The drama skit acted during the
dialogue was a true scenario in most
of our homes. Personally I have seen
many men selling off crops, or fruits,
belongings to their wives without
consultation, and they take all the
money, reasoning that they paid bride

| was inspired

Monica Serwanja from
Kingo village says:

1 got a lot of inspiration

from the facilitators of the
community dialogues when
they said all answers are good
and valid. This struck me and
challenged me at the same
time. That motivated us to
speak our minds and break the
silence on GBV.

Now I want to flash
domestic violence out of my
home before I help other
people. The problem is that

‘Let’s fight the
myhs too’

Joseph Kalungi, LC V Chairper-
son, Masaka: .

my husband is a drunkard,
and does not pay fees for the
children.

We fight verbally because
of his drinking and it is bad
for the children. I even shared

this with the journalists and H T .
one of them promised to write woman, and unt!l th}s » reahze(%,
about my experience to help Uganda and Afnca.m general will be
others cope with husbands left behmcl Bm Ch‘ld“?n 100 have a
suliydiing: role in bringing peace in the home,
But so far so good, using so they shou!d be part of the anti-
GBV campaign and the development

the knowledge I got from the
previous seminar and dialogue
on GBYV, I'm doing good. I

have even left him at home should go beyond the sub-county
preparing lunch because now down to the villages. We should also
fight the myths and beliefs which

we started listening to each
other.

The theme of the 16 Days of Activ-
ism is good and valid because if
there is peace in the home, it will
trickle down to the children and the
community at large. For me develop-
ment is equality between man and

equation. Interventions like com-
memorating the 16 Days of Activism

perpetuate domestic violence. As

price, and that the land where crops
are grown does not belong to women.

What is even more disturbing is
hout that women keep quiet and take it as
gle a norm, doesn’t matter even if they
are thrown off a property they have
stayed on for all their lives. As a
leader, we shall ensure that talks on
GBYV are integrated in our executive
and larger community meetings.

e e

f, discuss
fand work
more such
aducted in a
alangala, to
kcentration,
tfive days.
and about
tbecome
ecialize in
example
UNICEF

| child abuse
} went on
)W more
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Many
women face

Masaka District, we shall try as
much as possible to mainstream
GBV education in our programs.

Nude pictures
escalate violence

Gertrude Lwanga, Secretary for Information
Smart Women has participated in various
trainings on domestic violence and says:

1 was happy to see many people share and talk
about their experiences on the matter. [ was
also happy to be in the training with journalists,
but the time for the training was not enough.
There was a lot that we wanted to tell them and
they also wanted to hear more from us. I put it
to them that publishing nude women pictures
escalates violence.

Local women and journalists can partner and
deliver people out of poverty, ignorance and
misery. UMWA should continue to build the link
between the two groups because there is need for
a strong force to fight violence in our home and
societies.

A one Fabius, 18: “You cannot sleep if you
hear your mother pleading with dad to stop
beating her. Even when you are going to

school, that cry keeps coming back and it dis-
turbs you. you cannot concentrate at school”.

A one Naigudde, 16; “When father beats
mother, I cannot concentrate in school. After
all everybody would be pointing at you, and
making fun of you”.

Magdalene Nazziwa from Kakunyu village
says: Asa widow I learnt that because of the
stress we go through in raising the children
single-handedly, we violate their rights because
we tend to be very tough on them. So I have
talked to fellow widows to stop using force
against their children

Nazziwa, a youth from Masaka:

“I cannot sleep when I hear a faint cry
from my mother pleading with my father
to stop beating her. Me and my siblings
no longer respect our father. We don’t
even want him to come at school. We
don’t want to be with identified with
him. The children laugh at us. But after
this play we have watched, I'm deter-
mined to confront him”.

Emerging issues....

7

They may not be the cause of
domestic violence, but children

Likewise, programs specifi-

4 cally targeting men as actors in

emotlonal are one of the groups that are the prevention and fight against
: most affected by this vice. But domestic violence, need to be
Vio I e n C e they too have a big role to play designed, and urgently.
in its prevention. They therefore
need specific and urgent atten- 4 &
Namugera Philocy: Chairperson tion. Strategic interventions to _5 iﬁu&agsgtmtﬁs;r\eo:;: gon;:
Smart Women Group, Kingo, and this group whether in or out of it can best be prevented and
also a leader in Church, says: school are therefore urgent. fought was found to be a good
Chil(liregx from vfiiol(;anthhomes, - practice which other de’ve%op—
can easily be identified, they are The media is a mirror of soci- g emula
withdrawn, lack self confidence and 2 ety, therefore the journalists like i o -
sometimes are violent themselves. the rest of the general public LT
Their friends tease them and imitate still believe that GBYV is justi- 6Fm sustainability purposes, lo-
the father’s drunk behaviour in fied and the women’s position cal organizations with structures
school, sometimes giving them should be below the expected. up to the grassroots such as
negative nicknames. Until this mindset is impacted the Smart Women Groups can
I learnt that many people are ex- on, transformation in society be good targets for multiplier
periencing violence without know- will not be a reality. To achieve effects.
ing .To me emotional violence can a gender responsive media to
be more dangerous and it is what deliver meaningful development
many women are facing. Interacting where a nation enjoys gender
with journalists as equal partners equality, requires specific inter-
was one of the exciting thing that vention in the media. This calls
happened to me. for not only constant training in
My appeal to UMWA is to con- human rights but also monitor-
duct more trainings of this kind for ing how the media reports. Also
women to integrate information and t is the importance of
media work in their daily activities. mmg the journalism cur-
As the Smart Women’s Group in riculum to prepare the profes-
Kingo, we decided to design anoth- sionals in responsive reporting.
er play to educate our community A gender policy is also an
on the dangers of domestic violence _ urgent requirement as a legal
and how it impacts on the wellbeing benchmark in the media. :
of the whole family.It will be shown Bk :
in schools during the visitation days , It was established that most of
to inform parents that the way they 5“‘0 violators do not participate
behave affects their children. in activities aimed at trans- -
We shall continue working with forming society. It is therefore
the Sub-County Chief and area local important to impact
councils to integrate GBV activities on this group by taking the
in the area plans. campaign to where they live,
work or socialize.

Lack of Trust in Police : ‘ it

. Mohammed Ndifuna is Cnordlnamr, Human Rights
Network-Uganda He says: “Last year we did a study on
crime andhowpeoplereportcasestopohce andaneof

people
‘have little trust in the judicial process; accusing them of
unfairness and being slow; reason: they have resorted to
tahngﬂ:elawmﬁmrhmd&'l‘hemwﬁlswhatwem,
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By REBECCA BIRUNGI AND TOV
TEAM

CONCERN for Children and Women Em-
powerment (COFCAWE) has embarked on
a new approach. They are partnering with
religious leaders to transform lives as part
of its campaign to reach out to the commu-
nities in Busukuma, Wakiso District.

Catherine Othieno, COFCAWE Execu-
tive Director says that, over 80 religious
leaders participated in one of the partner-
ship activities, a five-day meeting aimed
at integrating HIV/AIDS into church and
mosque program activities.

Citing COFCAWE’S mission as to
facilitate empowerment of families and
communities for improved quality of life
of children, women and men by promoting
participation, dialogue and solidarity using
the psychosocial approach, Othieno says:

‘It is the participatory approach and
promotion of dialogue which has yielded
the fruits of involving religious leaders
into the COFCAWE’s program which
seeks to see that they become gender
sensitive while preaching in mosques or
churches’ adding, religious leaders have a
willing audience who take their word with
respect rarely questioning it, and if COF-
CAWE encourages them to mainstream
the program activities in their pastoral
work, we would have used one stone to
kill two birds.

Religious Leaders not

Gender Sensitive

Gender activists note that most religious
leaders are not gender sensitive while
preaching. For example a woman is told to
be submissive but the same leaders remind
the male spouses about their responsibility
to provide for their families but when they
fail to do this, religious leaders rarely raise
a finger.

HIV/AIDS is still a challenge to Pub-
lic Health Specialists

From Page3
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COCFAWE partners with
religious leaders to fight

A cross-section of COFCAWE members and religious leaders at a recent workshop in Busukuma.

According to evangelist and Direc-
tor of the Bible Society Mbuya Hannu
Happonen, tackling the epidemic requires
a multi-sectoral approach through
mainstreaming HIV/AIDS programmes
into church/mosques. In his book entitled
“Opportunity in crisis-basic lessons on
HIV/AIDS” he quotes scripture 1 Cor
7.26 where Paul gave his advice to the
Corinthians: and imploring that the bible
encourages us to make ‘the most of every
opportunity’.

Hannu therefore contends that the
epidemic has caused an opportunity crisis
which requires religious leaders to guide
the brethren on what to do by addressing
the issues in the community. COFCAWE
has also ceased the opportunity and is
using the same book as a training manual
with religious leaders in an effort to raise
their knowledge levels on reproductive
health issues and their roles.

One participant said, “Every Sunday,

Ms. Teddy Kakeeto, the Head Teach-
er of one of the Primary Schools in
Kingo:

I can confidently say that both my hus-
band and I profoundly benefited from
the community dialogue, and later on
during the feedback session. Issues that
we normally see in our own lives and
those near to us were depicted in the
play, and many identified themselves
with them. Personally I grew up in

a violent family, saw my dad physi-
cally abusing my mother, who later
had to cope with a broken finger for

the whole of her life. As children, we
were violated by our dad, because as he
came back home, drunk “to the top™ he
would roar in the house, and demanded
us all to assemble in the living room,

to sing and dance as he ate his dinner

at midnight! Any effort to challenge or
refuse to conform to his demands meant
beatings. He would not even cater for
our school necessities.

As a policy in our school, I shall
introduce teachers’ and children’s clubs
to monitor issues related to domestic
violence. Also introduce drama and
plays at school.

I look forward to going to church to be
consoled. I carefully listen to the Reverend
and take everything he says as a gospel
truth without questioning it”. Meanwhile
Robert Kagwire, the District Focal Person
notes that the HIV prevalence is high
among married couples. According to a
2009 report by Uganda AIDS Commis-
sion, out of the 1.8 million HIV infected
Ugandans, majority are married and higher
among female adults,of 30-35 years and
male adults of 35-40 years. It states that
married couples account for about 43
percent of the new infections and that
people with multiple partners and are not
married, account for about 46 percent of
new infections.

He appeals to COFCAWE to strength
its partnership with the religious leaders
because he says these are ‘trusted’ people
and are critical in the HIV/AIDS fight.
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Bride price!

Norah Nansasi: Reporter
with Eddoboozi:

“I think our parents should
stop asking for bride price as it
is used by men to control and
mete violence to their spouses.

Kiita Gloria of Kyalumbi:
The training gave me the cour-
age and confidence to intervene
in homes where domestic
violence is happening to give
advice. This is something that
many people feared to do be-
fore the community dialogue.




